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This same tribe of the Bharatas has also left its mark
on history in the much later account of another such war,
described in the mighty epic poem the Mahabharata.
The most famous part of it is the episode where Sri
Krishna, himself a chief of the Yadu tribe, encourages
Arjuna, prince of the Pandavas, to do his duty in the battle,
even though it involves the slaughter of his own kinsmen.

The invading Aryans have indeed left deep footprints on
the sands of time, from India in the east, Persia and Meso-
potamia, to Greece, Italy, Germany, Scandinavia and Britain,
and thence to other lands. But it is not their war-like
achievements that have made the deepest impress. In des-
truction and conquest, the Mongol tribes, Tartars and Huns,
of which we shall later learn, achieved far more terrible
things within a much shorter time. It is the constructive
achievements of the Aryans for which they are most worthy
to be remembered. The ideas which they embodied in their
great philosophic poems in India, the marvellous works of
art they created in Greece, the power of organization they
revealed in Rome, will live for ever. Their scientific dis-
coveries and inventions, from the fifteenth century A.D.
onwards, laid the foundations of a new civilization in Europe
and the far West.

[Note i It should be observed that scholars are not all agreed
that the Indus civilization is of Dravidiaa origin, nor on the
questions of where the original home of the Aryan peoples was,
and when they first began to enter India. But the Aryans
undoubtedly found highly civilized people in the Indo-Gangetic
plains when they pushed southwards, ana it is probable that those
people had some connexion with the civilized peoples of Sumeria
and possibly of Egypt. The Aryans helped to destroy the Indus
civilization and, elsewhere, drove the earlier inhabitants to the
south.]

QUESTIONS  AND  EXERCISES

i. Ask your teacher of Indian history to lend you a book in
which you can read something more about the Indus civilization.